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WHY IS RACE/ RACISM A CHALLENGE?

• Racism:  the marginalization and/ or oppression of people of color based 
on a socially constructed racial hierarchy that privileges white people. 
(Racism, 2020)

• Race: refers to the categories into which society places individuals on 
basis of physical characteristics. (Racism, 2020)

• In today’s society, there are many act of race and racism, which singles out 
certain ethnic groups making them feel targeted.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An ongoing challenge that is seen all over the world is race and racism. Understanding the effects of race and racism on society is important because people can become offended. Recently, there have been many causes where violent actions were take because of a person race. For many centuries, this has been major challenge to over come and who knows if we ever will. 



TRANS- ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE

• During the slave trade they “ transported between 10 million and 12 
million enslaved Africans across the Atlantic Ocean to the Americas from 
the 16th to the 19th century” (Lewis, 2005). 

• In the Americas the cultivated sugar and coffee, which was exported to 
Europe. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first known record of racism is the Trans-Atlantic slave trade, where many Africans were taken to different countries and were forced to be slaves. Salves were being transported before the 16th century by the Portuguese and Spanish to the Caribbean. The Portuguese dominated slave trade with a base in Congo-Angola. Following the Portuguese in the slave trade the Dutch took over followed by the English and French. “The largest number of slaves were taken to the Americas during the 18th century” (Lewis, 2005). This mass slave trade lead to the idea of racism and prejudice against the Africans, making them seem inferior to other groups during this time. 



TRANS- ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first image shows how many slaves were traded from Africa to the Americas. Many of them were in the West Indies, Central America and South America where they endure challenging working conditions. All the slaves were brought to do plantation work and very few of them were able to do skills jobs like blacksmith or carpenter. While travelling to the Americas from Africa, the slaves were poorly treated many died while on seas or became sick. They lost many slaves on the sea because they could not handle the condition on the ship. The Africans did not have anything when they were brought from Africa, giving them a disadvantage. The Africans being traded between Europe and America was a great disadvantage to them because they did not speak the language nor had money to do something for themselves.



EFFECTS OF TRANS- ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 

• Africa was destroyed due to slave  raids and other destruction that 
foreigners caused when arriving in Africa. 

• “Economic incentives for warlords and tribes to engage in the slave trade 
promoted an atmosphere of lawlessness and violence” (Lewis, 2005).

• The population in Africa decreased while many feared being captive. 

• Africans and the black community are still judged by having ancestors as 
slaves. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The affect this event had on the continent of Africa was immense. Much of Africa was destroyed due to slave raids and other destructions that foreigners caused when coming to Africa. As the European and American colonies started to grow in stability and economy. The people in Africa were negatively impacted. Their society was unable to progress like others places due to the lack of able bodies required to do the work. This left them vulnerable to the colonization during the 19th century. During the slave trade the continent of Africa became chaotic and violent because incentives were offered to promote the slave trade. Development in Africa was at a standstill many people feared being sold as the continent’s populations quickly declined. The Trans-Atlantic slave trade is one of the main reasons for the negative image that is portrayed onto African Americans or the black community. 



HOW DOES THE TRANS- ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 
CONTRIBUTE TO RACISM?

• The stereotype of Africans given by the English, French, Spanish 
and other groups.

• “Long’s vitriolic denouncements of Africans as irredeemably 
inferior and perhaps not even human” (Olusoga, 2015).

• “ Long asserted that Africa was so barbaric and chaotic that 
Africans were better off as slaves, since slavery saved them 
from there worse fates…” (Olusoga, 2015)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The actions of the Africans during the period of the slave trade greatly impacts the view that many have on the Black and African community. The people of this time acted barbaric because that’s how they were treat. The Africans were locked up in chains and whipped and wanted to defend themselves against such treatment but the White did not see it as that. They painted the Africans out to be a violent group and they are still seen that way presently. Edward Long a slave owner wrote a book called History of Jamaica, which highlight many racial stereotypes of Africans many of them seem like an inferior race. 



HOW DOES RACISM AFFECT TODAY’S SOCIETY?

• Racial profiling/ stereotypes

• Media perspective 

• “Families of certain colour or racial group living in poverty and 
poor conditions unable to rise out  of their disadvantage state 
through prejudice employer which keeps them in low-paid 
positions” ( Racism and its Effect on Society).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the perspective on the black community has changed since the 16th century there are still some that believe that they are a violent group of people. In today’s society African Americans and black are often racially profiled because of the color of their skin and other features. For example, when a person sees a group of black people walk down the street, there initial instinct is to walk the other way and not to make eye contact. They avoid black people because of the image that they portray to society like being affiliated with gangs, drug and alcohol. Today’s film industry greatly impacts the way people view different groups of people.  
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The African American/ black community could no longer the tolerate the treatment they received everyday. They had to figure out a way for them to be seen as equals. “The civil rights movement was a struggle for social justice that took place mainly during the 1950s and 1960s for Black Americas to gain equal rights under the law in the United States” (Civil Rights Movement,2009). During this movement there were many influential events that impacted they way were treated, for example: the 14th and 15th amendment, boycott of the Montgomery bus system, Brown v. Board of Education and Civil Rights Act of 1957. Another more recent movement is the Black Live Matter Movement, which came to be after the death of Trayvon Martin. It is a social movement promoting non-violent protest against police brutality and all racially motivated violence against black people. 



IN WHAT WAYS WERE THIS PROBLEM SOLVED?

• 13th, 14th and 15th Amendment 

• Brown v. Board of Education 

• Emancipation Proclamation 

• The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendment were added to the constitution to ensure equality. The 13th Amendment was created to ban slavery and involuntary servitude. The 14th Amendment is the definition citizenship rights. The 15th Amendment prohibits the government from denying U.S citizens the right to vote based on race , color or past servitude. These Amendments made it possible for all races to receive equal treat and changing their status in society.  Brown v. Board of Education was a major milestone in the fight for civil right movement because it established the idea of “separate but equal” education and other services that were not equal. The Emancipation Proclamation set forth by President Lincoln which set slaves free in the rebellious states. Lastly, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which outlines how rights should be protected and how they can be violated.  



WERE THE POLICIES THAT WERE PUT INTO PLACE 
ENOUGH?

• In a message for Human Rights Day in 2017, UN Secretary-General António Guterres, 
said: “While human rights abuses did not end when the Universal Declaration was 
adopted, the Declaration has helped countless people to gain greater freedom and security. 
It has helped to prevent violations, obtain justice for wrongs, and strengthen national and 
international human rights laws and safeguards.”

• The 13th, 14th and 15th Amendment were not completely recognized until the Brown v. 
Board of Education court case. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The policies that were put into place by the government did help the African American/ black community but it was only to a certain extent. From the 1960s to present day they have been getting more recognition for contributions they make towards society. The policies that were enforced allowed society to change in some ways but some people still have the conservative opinions.



WHAT MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE?

• Media needs stop grouping races as one thing.

• African American/ black community need to rise up above the 
stereotype. 

• Every community should be more understanding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The African American/ black community have struggled over the year on how they are being portrayed. While they work to change that image it does not seem to be enough for the rest of society. There are still people who say discouraging comments about this group but at the same time there are people rooting for them to the next big thing. It is also up the the African American/ black community to help them change people mind that they are not all bad. No matter in what racial group is being examine there is always someone in that group that can do something negative and have everybody label under that one act. 



WILL SOCIETY BE ABLE TO CHANGE? 

• Government enforcement 

• Understanding/ educating of specific groups and cultures 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It will take some time before society will accept the different racial group because they do not fully understand one another. If the the government enforce more laws to protect minority groups and give them equal opportunities that will show that society has changed. It is also up the the people to learn how to accept other cultures and communities by trying to educate themselves on other races. 
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