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Introduction  
• The 21st century begun with a continuation of much of what 

was happening in the 20th century. 
• On one hand, major economies, technological advancements, 

and changes in consumer preferences have developed have lead
to the development of new economies. 

• Terrorists attacks and wars on terror have escalated.
• The world has experienced, SARS, MERS, Ebola, and is 

currently battling Covid-19.    
• So far, Covid-19 has killed more than 300,000 people with the 

US having most of the fatalities at more than 90,000 deaths. 
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The 20th Century ended on a somber note as the supremacy conflicts between the US, and the USSR had ended when the USSR broke in 1990. There remained a great deal of conflict in Eastern Europe as the countries that formed Yugoslavia also attained self-rule whereby Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Slovenia, Macedonia, and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia that later came to be known as Serbia and Montenegro emerged. There was a lot of conflict in the area, and a number of genocides and massacres were carried out in areas such as Kosovo, Sarajevo, and the other regions that targeted cleansing of Ethnic Albanians, and others.  In the rest of the countries, conflict was low scaled, albeit significant. Economies have also been growing very fast, whereby China, South Korea, Brazil, South Africa, Turkey, India, Malaysia, and Vietnam, among others, have become significant manufacturing hubs. The income levels in the developing world have also increased, as major American brands such as KFC, Burger King, and others that target the people with disposable income have also started trying to conquer the emerging markets. In the same period, there has been an escalation of terror attacks across the globe and significant pandemics such as SARS that hit China in 2002, MERS that hit the Middle East in 2012, Ebola that has almost become endemic in Africa killing more than 11000, Swine flu that killed more than 18000 people, and Covid-19 that has currently lead to a near world shutdown killing 300000 people and affecting more than 4.5 million people. 



Europe in the 21st Century 
• Europe has experienced many problems some of them 

financial, others political, and currently, the disintegration 
of Eurozone.
 The 2008 recession caused a major financial crisis in 

Greece, Spain, Ireland, and Portugal
• There’s a refugee crisis from people coming from Syria 

and others escaping unstable African countries. 
• Russia also annexed Crimea from Ukraine and has been 

involved in fights in Ossetia, Georgia.
• The UK has also been pulling away from the Eurozone in 

what is infamously known as  BREXIT
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The 2008 recession hit some of the European countries very hard. For instance, Greece had to be bailed out due to the State of its economy as unemployment rates hit double digits. Greece, together with Spain, Portugal, and Ireland, had to implement austerity measures to ensure that the economy remained afloat.  Over time, these countries have recovered. The wars in the Middle East and the fall of Muammar Gaddafi also created a refugee crisis in Europe as many countries in Europe were overwhelmed by the numbers of refugees that were coming in from these troubled countries.  Some of the most affected countries were the ones that border the Middle East, such as Turkey and Greece.  To date, the crisis continues given the civil strife in Yemen, the instability in Libya, and the civil conflict in Syria. In Eastern Europe, there has been a continued conflict as The Russian Federation strives to spread its influence, especially, maintaining control over the Balkan region. Such have seen the annexing of Crimea from Ukraine, support of autonomy of Ossetia, and Abkhazia. In 2015, the UK started to pull away from the Eurozone, whereby the country voted to withdraw later on with a majority preferring to leave. Over that time, the various prime ministers have been trying to negotiate with the rest of the countries on the most amicable way to get out, but none has been successful. 



Americas in the 21st Century 
• The Americas have been changing drastically as South 

American states have been gaining economic strength.
• Brazil is one of the countries that has gained drastically in 

terms of economic power, and political voice over the years.
• Venezuela’s socialist policy is also worth noting given its 

effect to the once prosperous nation. 
• Argentina and Chile have transitioned to democracies, while 

Mexico although a democracy struggles with drug related 
violence and corruption.

• The US has also been facing challenges such as the 9/11 
attacks, the Great recession, but also enacted major people-
centered reforms during Obama presidency. 
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South American countries have been trying hard to develop their economies with Brazil, Chile, and Mexico, increasing their manufacturing prowess over the years. Currently, Brazil is a member of BRICs, which showcases it's growing economic and political influence. Some of the nations in the South also have sought different economic models such as Venezuela under President Hugo Chavez and Maduro.  However, they are facing significant challenges because such moves had led to conflict with the USA, which has instituted sanctions making the country not benefit from its expansive oil wealth.  Cuba has continued to hold on steadfast, while Bolivia's socialist president had to be overthrown and the country's leadership by a capitalist-inclined administration after the resignation of President Evo Morales that had brought in major people-cantered reforms and increase in literacy levels in the country. Argentina, Chile, and Mexico have emerged as seemingly stable democracies since the 1980s. However, they have faced tests of time with the Argentinian economy facing significant challenges. Mexico is still facing drug-related violence and widespread corruption. To the North, the US faced the 9/11 terrorist attacks that destroyed life, property. We ended up costing the US billions as it instituted campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq to fight terrorism. Ever since the war on terror has escalated. The US has been involved in Somalia, Libya, Syria, Pakistan, and many other places. Still, the Obama presidency was a breath of fresh air as some soldiers were withdrawn from battlegrounds. Major people-centered reforms such as the Affordable Act and rulings to protect the LGBTQ community were made. 



East Asia in the 21st Century 
• The East Asia has been developing fast and currently has 

some of the fastest growing emerging markets such as 
Thailand, Malaysia, and Vietnam. 

• Due to lack of clearly existing demarcations, there have 
been territorial disputes in the region in South China Sea 
by all countries bordering it. 

• To the Far East, the Korean conflict has persisted to date, 
with a few meetings of the leaders in the recent past 
showcasing a softening of North Korea’s stance on South 
Korea. 

• Some countries such as India have also emerged as 
industrial powerhouses with immense reforms, but fails in 
protecting women and vulnerable groups.
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East Asian countries are some of the fast-developing economies in the world. These include Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, India, and the Philippines, among others, such as Indonesia, that have been trying to make similar strides. These nations have become significant manufacturers whereby they offer low-cost labor, which causes substantial manufacturers to opt to manufacture from here instead of the more developed countries with a high cost of labor. Even with these benefits, these countries have been experiencing a great deal of conflict, especially over the South China Sea. For instance, the People's Republic of China (China) and the Republic of China (Taiwan) use the dashed line to demarcate what they claim is their territory of the sea. Other nations such as Brunei, Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and others bordering the sea have claims, which has seen Indonesia blow up several fishing vessels in its waters. These conflicts put these nations at loggerheads and must be addressed for equitable use of the South China Sea.The Korean Peninsula has also been getting a little hope given that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea's leader and the Republic of Korea's leader has recently been meeting. This could spell hope in the region, mainly because families were separated when the demilitarization zone was drawn, and the two nations decided not to allow citizens across. India has also grown to become one of the top manufacturers in the world. Narendra Modi's term has seen many reforms aimed at making nations chose India as a manufacturing hub. However, the government ranks low on the protection of women and minorities with the conflict with Pakistan over Kashmir, and a significant dent on the country's image internationally. 



Africa in the 21st Century 
• The Darfur civil war was one of the most destructive in 

Africa given the casualties, IDPs, and the refugees that 
ended up in neighboring countries. 

• Somalia has also been experiencing similar problems since 
the ousting of Mohamed Siad Barre in 1991. 

• To the west, the Boko Haram are yet to be defeated in 
Nigeria because of political and military weaknesses in 
combating the Al Qaeda linked group. 

• Still, there are problems with the health system in Africa, 
and some fast developing nations exhibit extreme 
inequalities. 
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Africa is still the world's most impoverished continent. However, a lot of its countries have been developing tremendously, as they try to gain economic independence. The refugee problem in Africa also remains a significant issue. This has to do with civil strife across many African countries that have persisted since independence.  Countries that have experienced persistent public violence include Chad, Central African Republic, Cameroon, Sudan, and South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Somalia.  The violence has caused increased levels of terrorism with the growth of Al Shabaab and Boko Haram terror groups within Sub Saharan Africa. Corruption in countries facing strife has made it hard for them to mitigate the problems affecting them. Thus, the danger of Boko Haram has persisted in Northern Nigeria, while Al Shabaab continues wreaking havoc in rural Somalia. In the wake of the violence in Somalia, a far more prosperous autonomous region called Somaliland has emerged with well-balanced institutions. Most of the infrastructures in Africa remain underdeveloped, although nations such as Ethiopia, Rwanda, Kenya, and Ghana have had rapid development.  Inequalities persist, and poverty rates remain high. The healthcare system is fragile, which puts Africa in danger in case of a widespread pandemic such as Covid-19. 



Middle East in the 21st Century 
• Middle East and North Africa are two of the most 

undemocratic regions. 
• Only Israel and Tunisia are ranked as free, with 

Turkey, Lebanon, and Kuwait being termed as 
partially free.

• These nations have also been accused of human rights 
violations. 

• Some are making efforts to create free societies such 
as Tunisia. 

• Terrorism, dictatorship, abuse of women and 
minorities still persist. 
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The Middle East and North Africa abbreviated as MENA are two of the most undemocratic parts of the world. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, Jordan, Iran, Yemen, Egypt, Libya, and Morocco have authoritarian governments centered on the king, Emir, or the royal family. Others, such as Kuwait and Turkey, are partly free given the few civil liberties, while Tunisia and Israel are termed as free. Civil liberties in the Middle East and North Africa are a significant issue that needs addressing with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, allowing women to drive, only recently. In many of these countries, women are not allowed to leave, and the model of foreign workers to be allowed into the countries termed the Kafala systems tend to make most of them, majorly women to endure abuse in the hands of their sponsor. The nations must work hard to give people liberties for them to be termed as free. Additionally, terrorism persists in the region with the ISIL, Hezbollah, Taliban, and Al Qaeda has had a foothold in some of these countries. In Yemen, the Houthi rebels still terrorize the central government. Some groups have made some parts of the MENA region unstable, which means more has to be done to ensure that there is no violence in the area to accelerate development. 



Global Concerns... 
• Many third world countries are developing very first as their rise 

in consumerism increases but have have been slow in attaining 
social welfare targets.  

• The US and China have been leading as the strongest economies 
competing to dominate the world economy. 

• Due to too much industrialization,nations signed the Paris 
Agreement to enable them to regulate their emissions of 
Greenhouse gases. 

• Also, the fight to make countries stop making Nuclear weapons 
also continues with the US pressuring Iran and North Korea to 
desist from their plans. 

• While the 20th Century saw an increased focus on globalization, 
currently, nationalism has been growing and some countries have 
sought to withdraw from some of the global and/or regional 
programs. 
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Currently, some countries are developing very fast and others that have their economies stalling. Some of the fastest developing countries are in the third world, whereby consumerist tendencies have seen an increase, and significant brands set camp in these so-called emerging economies. However, these third world countries have not been so fast in the giving of social-welfare to their people. China has become a significant contender for economic dominance over the years, which has been enjoyed by the United States. Currently, its GDP per capita has risen, with the WTO ranking it ahead of the United States. This is because of the increase in manufacturing, whereby almost every house has a component manufactured in China. Too much rush to industrialize has left the environment exposed, and currently, there has been a great deal of ocean land, and atmospheric pollution. Greenhouse gas emission has risen, which has caused the world to sign the Kyoto protocol to limit the emission and the recent Paris Agreement that would have the member countries self-regulate. In the case of stockpiling weapons, the world powers have been trying to restrict nuclear stockpiling, with some countries such as Libya under Muammar Gaddafi that used to kame the arms having stopped and destroyed the facilities. The US is still trying to pressure Iran and North Korea from developing nuclear weapons. At the moment, various nations have been trying to shift the way they looked at globalization. Some countries seeing the threat of China to their industries have started to retrace their steps to ensure that the local industries do not die. 



...Global Concerns 
• The world is facing one of the biggest pandemics since 

the Spanish flu. 
• The Covid-19, that was first experienced in China has 

its effects being felt all over the world. 
• More than 4 million people have tested positive with 

more than 300000 people dead. 
• Nations and private organizations have been trying to 

come up with a remedy and where possible, a vaccine. 
• The world economy as it stands is in a free fall, and 

millions of people have lost their jobs. 
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Currently, the world is facing one of the biggest pandemics since the Spanish Flu. The Covid-19 has been ravaging parts of the world since it first began in China in December 2019. So far, the disease has killed more than 300000 people.  Countries and private organizations have been trying to come up with models to help fight the disease will Bill Gates working hard in partnership with drug manufacturers to come up with a vaccine. Currently, the world economies have stalled, with manufacturing in China and other large manufacturers reducing since countries are trying to avoid possible infections by ensuring that there is no crowding, as is the case in most manufacturing plants and sweatshops around the world. 



Covid-19 in the US
• The US is one of the hardest hit by the Covid-19.
• More than 1.4 million Americans have tested positive 

for Covid-19. 
• Additionally, more than 85000 Americans have died 

from the disease. 
• the United States economy has also been adversely 

affected with about 30 million having filed as more 
people keep losing their jobs.

• The effects of Corona Virus could cause a worse 
situation that the one caused by the 2008 recession 
(TED, 2020).
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Covid-19 in the USCurrently, the US has recorded more than 1.5 million positive cases. The US also has the highest number of deaths in the world, overtaking some of the hardest-hit places such as Italy, the UK, and Spain. So far, more than 90000 Americans have died since the pandemic hit the country. There may have been inadequate preparation given that the US knew of the Virus after it broke down in China for nearly two months before an increase in infections in the US. However, democracy and respect for human rights has played out as a factor in spread of the cases since more dictatorial governments shut down fast without enquiring about the needs and liberties of the citizens, while countries such as the US, Italy, the UK, Germany, France, and others had to wait on the people to understand the gravity of the issue before they could decide to stay at home. In Africa, countries locked down the moment the first cases were announced, which slowed the spread of the disease. So far, less than 100000 people in Africa have been affected by the Virus and less than 3000. In southeast Asia and the Middle East, the same process of military-grade lockdowns was replicated, which helped restrict infections. Thus, democracy and observing civil liberties made the western government to take a long time to enforce many restrictions, hence the mass casualties. The economy of the United States has been shut down, whereby major industries have closed down. Only people that are engaged in essential services such as food, security, health, and other services that people cannot do without having been operating have a vast majority working from home. In the same way, more than 30 million people have reported job losses. The US has tried to put in a few methods of managing the crisis by giving people money, but that may not affect the economy, given that there is no production, which means that it would spur growth. 



Effects of Covid-19 in New York 

• New York is the worst hit of all states in the US.

• Governor Cuomo locked down all non-essential 

businesses, but more people keep getting  infected. 

• More than 22000 people have died in the state.

• Additionally, the economy of the state has been greatly 

affected as  people file for unemployment every day. 
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Effects of Covid-19 in New York New York has the highest number of cases of coronavirus, and about a quarter of all deaths in the United States at more than 22000 deaths.  The number of fatalities has reduced drastically, but the numbers are still high, which makes the war against the virus far from over. Governor Cuomo locked most of the State to reduce the speed of the spread of the virus. Over time, the lockdowns have helped as people are not meeting as much, which has restricted the spread, which is why positive cases and deaths have reduced, although they remain in painfully high numbers. Economy wise, every sector of the economy has stagnated. A vast majority of people in non-essential jobs have been retrenched, and some have lost their jobs. Some are working from home, while a great deal of people has now turned to the nation to help them survive through cash transfers. The economy of the State may take a long time to fix. However, the banks have not been affected as much, which was the case that contributed to the recession in 2008. If intelligent economic policies are put in place to remedy the situation, then it will be possible to revive the industries fast. 



Summary 
• The world has experienced many challenges in the first 

20 years of the 21st century.
• There have been many terror attacks, famines in war 

tons countries, and the outbreak of SARS in China.
• Some countries have become democratic, while others 

have held on or reverted to dictatorship. 
• Currently, the world is battling Covid-19, which has 

crippled major industries such as the airlines, oil 
industries, and manufacturing industries as people have 
been confined at home to avoid spread of the disease.  

• Also, there have been hundreds of thousands of 
casualties. 
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SummaryClearly, in the first twenty years of the 21st Century, the world has faced many challenges. Such include terror attacks, pandemics, and dangerous climatic changes. In the same way, some countries have gone back to dictatorship, while others such as Tunisia have attained democracy. Paris Agreement has countries trying to manage their greenhouse gas emissions, and the economic recessions of 2008 saw significant economies such as Greece, Portugal, Spain, and Ireland struggle. However, these countries have long recovered. Many third-world countries are developing fast, while consumer attitudes are changing, making major world brands to invest in them as they try to introduce world tastes. These countries are offering low cost of labor, which is favorably for many multinational corporations. Still, they are struggling with social welfare targets. Currently, the world is facing a significant pandemic, which has affected almost every country, crippling the world economies with prices of oil selling at negative in the first week of May. The pandemic has left many people dead, with positive cases going above 4.5 million. Already, more than three hundred thousand have died. 
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