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There are 5 main period of Japanese Society and its

relation to the world during history:

1-Prehistoric and Ancient Japan

2-Classical Japan

3-Medieval Japan

4-Early Modern Japan

5-Modern Japan

History of Japanese Society



Prehistoric and Ancient Japan

This Period is consisted of 4 sections:

▪ Paleolithic Period

▪ Jōmon Period

▪ Yayoi Period

▪ Kofun period
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The earliest firm evidence of human dwelling is of early Upper Paleolithic hunter-gatherers from 40,000 years ago. A hunter-gatherer is a human living in a society in which most or all food is obtained by foraging. Hunter-gatherer societies stand in contrast to agricultural societies, which rely mainly on domesticated species.
The Jōmon period of prehistoric Japan spans from 12,000 BC (in some case 14,500 BC) to about 1,000 BC. Japan was inhabited by a hunter-gatherer culture that reached a considerable degree of sedentism and cultural complexity.
Yayoi period was started since 1000 BC when Yayoi People brought new technologies and mode of living to Japan. Yayoi culture rapidly was spread and mixed with Jomon culture. Yayoi period brought a new reliance on agriculture. Bronze and iron tools and weapons were imported from Korea and China which were later produced in Japan. Also Yayoi period was the start point of weaving, silk production, glassmaking, woodworking and other industries.
Kofun period were started in 250 AD. During the subsequent Kofun period, most of Japan gradually unified under a single kingdom.




Medieval Japan

The period consists of 3 various periods as

following:

▪ Kamakura Period (1185-1333)

▪ Muromachi Period (1333-1588)

▪ Azuchi–Momoyama period (1568-1600)
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In this period Japan entered into a period of prosperity and population growth starting around 1250. In rural areas, the greater use of iron tools and fertilizer, improved irrigation techniques, and double-cropping increased productivity and rural villages grew. Fewer famines and epidemics allowed cities to grow and commerce to boom. Buddhism, which had been largely a religion of the elites, was brought to the masses by prominent monks. Buddhism spread widely among the samurai class. At the end of Heian and early Kamakura great literary developments occurred in Japan.
In this period Europeans brought Christianity to Japan. Moreover Japanese relative economic prosperity, which had begun in the Kamakura period, continued well into the Muromachi period. In 1450, population of Japan reached to ten million people. Japanese made a great commercial relations and interactions with China and Korea. Due to mintage of coins by various groups, Japan started currency-based economy and issued particular currency. Furthermore in this period some of the Japanese most representative arts developed, including ink wash painting, ikebana flower arrangement, the tea ceremony, Japanese gardening, bonsai, and Noh theater.




▪ Early modern Japan occurred in a period which

is known as Edo period (1600-1868).

Early modern Japan
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Edo period was conducted in relative peace and stability. In this period government suppressed social unrest in various parts of the country. Harsh penalties, including crucifixion, beheading, and death by boiling, were decreed for even the most minor offenses. In this period Japanese population increased to thirty million people due to wide agricultural growth. Governments eliminated road and bridge tolls and standardized coinage that resulted into promotion of commercial expansion from which merchants and artisans of the cities benefited; however ninety percent of the population continued to live in rural areas. In this period literacy and numeracy increased. The number of private schools greatly expanded, particularly those attached to temples and shrines, and raised literacy to thirty percent. These high levels of both literacy and numeracy were part of the socio-economical foundation for Japan's strong growth rates during the following century.





Modern Japan

Modern Japan since 1868 up to now is consisted of 5

various periods:

▪ Meiji Period (1868-1912)

▪ Taisho Period (1912-1926)

▪ Showa Period (1926-1989)

▪ Heisei Period (1989-2019)

▪ Reiwa Period (2019-)
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In this period Japan government developed Japanese nationalism under which Shinto became state religion and the emperor was declared instilled god. During the Meiji period, Japan underwent a rapid transition towards an industrial economy. Both the Japanese government and private entrepreneurs adopted Western technology and knowledge to create factories capable of producing a wide range of goods. By the end of the period, the majority of Japan's exports were manufactured goods. The phenomenal industrial growth sparked rapid urbanization. The proportion of the population working in agriculture shrank from 75 percent in 1872 to 50 percent by 1920. People lived longer and healthier lived in this period and Japan population increased from 34 million to 52 million due to enjoying solid economic growth.
Japan's participation in World War I in this period on the side of the Allies sparked unprecedented economic growth and earned Japan new colonies in the South Pacific seized from Germany. After the war Japan signed the Treaty of Versailles and enjoyed good international relations through its membership in the League of Nations and participation in international disarmament conferences. The Great Kantō earthquake in September 1923 left over 100,000 dead, and combined with the resultant fires destroyed the homes of more than three million.




▪ In this period Japan was responsible for

war crimes as mistreatment of prisoners,

massacres of civilians and using chemical

and biological weapons.

▪ In this period life for civilians became

difficult due to stringent rationing of food

and brutal crackdown on dissent.

▪ In 1944 US army captured Saipan and

began widespread bombing raids on

Japanese mainland which destroyed half of

total area of Japan’s major cities.

Showa Period and 
World War II



▪ In 1945 Hiroshima was aimed with an atomic

bomb and 70,000 people died which was the first

atomic raid of history.

▪ After that Nagasaki was aimed by second atomic

bomb, killing 40,000 people.

▪ This resulted into unconditional surrender of

Japan which announced by Emperor Hirohito

and marked the end of Imperial Japan’s

ultranationalist ideology and was a major turning

point in Japanese history.

Showa Period and 

World War II 

(Continued)
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Serious infection signs and symptoms
In less than 1 percent of infected people, the virus causes a serious neurological infection, including inflammation of the brain (encephalitis) and of the membranes surrounding the brain and spinal cord (meningitis).
Signs and symptoms of neurological infections include:
High fever
Severe headache
Stiff neck
Disorientation or confusion
Stupor or coma
Tremors or muscle jerking
Seizures
Partial paralysis or muscle weakness




Although the Japanese economy was in bad shape in the

immediate postwar years, an austerity program

implemented in 1949 by finance expert Joseph Dodge

ended inflation.

The factors located behind Japanese postwar economic

success included:

1.Technology and quality control techniques imported

from the West

2.Close economic and defense cooperation with US

3.Nontariff barriers to imports

4.Restriction on labor unionization

5.Long work hours

6.Generally favorable global economic environment

Postwar growth and 
prosperity in Japan
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In 1955, Japanese economy had grown further prewar levels and in 1968 Japan became the second largest country of the world from economic and industry point of view. Japan’s population increased to 123 million people in 1990. In this period all ordinary Japanese people became wealthy and Japan became the world’s largest manufacturer of automobiles and a leading producer of electronics.




Heisei Period (1989-2019)

Many problems occurred in Japan in this period

as follows:

1-Stock and land prices plunged

2-Banks found themselves saddled with

insurmountable debts

3-Birthrate declined

4-Japan's system of lifetime employment

largely collapsed

5-Unemployment rates rose

6-Economy faltered and several corruption

scandals occurred

In spite of Japan's economic difficulties, this

period also saw Japanese popular culture,

including video games, anime, and manga,

become worldwide phenomena, especially

among young people.
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To date, no human-to-human transmission of WNV through casual contact has been documented, and no transmission of WNV to health care workers has been reported when standard infection control precautions have been put in place.



Emperor Naruhito’s reign began upon the

abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito on

May 1st 2019.

Reiwa period (2019–)



▪ Before world war II Japan insisted on making a

wide emperor and was in a wrong way. During

world war II people and the government were in

a wrong major resistance movement that wanted

to make ultra nationalism. Japan sacrificed many

civilians and warriors in their wrong way.

Major Resistance Movement 

in Japan
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After landing 2 atomic bombs in Japan and unconditional surrender of Emperor which was the major turning point of the country, people insisted on the right resistance movement. All people picked their shovel instead of gun and sword and started to work hard which resulted into second country of the world from technology, industry and economic point of view.
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