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Indus Valley Civilization
• Indus Valley civilization was Indias earliest 
civilization(IVC). (3300BCE- 1600BCE)

•It was called Bronze Age society extending 
from modern northeast Afghanistan to Pakistan 
and northwest India (OER).

•IVC is the earliest urban civilization along 
with Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Indus Valley civilazation devloped along the Indus River from what today is northeast Afghanistan, into Pakistan and northwest India. It is known to be Indias earliest civilazation. Indias history begins with the birth of Indus Valley Civilization. The Indus civilization depended heavily on land made fertile by floods and their skills of irrgation and water management techniques (Parker,102). This made them the most widespread civilaztion out of the three urban civilazation. 



• The Indus Valley civilization is known to have 
consisted of two large cities, Harappa and 
Mohenjo-Daro.

• Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro contained urban 
centers with well-conceived and organized 
infrastructure, architecture, and systems of 
governance.

• Cities were well organized and were built 
firmly with stones and bricks.

• They also developed drainage systems, 
systems of weight and trade and writing 
systems.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro were the two large cities in the Indus civilization. The Harappa was located in the further upstream of Indus whereas, Mohenjo-Daro was located on the lower Indus (Violatti). There appeared signs of urbanization as the Indus civilization were growing crops, including peas, and sesame seeds. Along with domesticating animals such as the water Buffalo (Parker,102). They also became very advanced in their water/irrigation systems. Most households had access to water facilities and toilets which were connected to the drainage systems. Their waste cleaners would empty the streets and empty the areas where the sewerage waste water from the toilets were. This was a new level of sanitation and health to the civilizations. Their development in the irrigation systems were also worth noting  because it helped clean and weaken the flood damage.



The Classical 
World: 
Mauryan Empire

•India became dominated by series of Empires, 
beginning with the Mauryan Empire(Parker,146)

•The Mauryan rule went on from 322-185 BCE

•A powerful political and military empire

•Empire flourished under the reign of Ashoka the 
Great

•During his reign, Ashoka promoted Buddhism

•War and disunity occurred after Ashoka's 
death
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As stated in "World History" by Phillip Parker, India in the 4th cenutry BCE became dominated by series of Empires (Parker, 146). The first empire was the Maurya Empire ruled by the Mauryan dynasty from 322-185 BCE. They were geographically extensive and had powerful political and miliatry empire. The succesor of this empire was Ashoka the Great. His reign was a period of peace and prosperity as the empire was floruishing in all categories. He also propagated Buddhism during his rule. In 259 BCE, Ahoka went on to spread the Bhuddist message of Dhamma, a moral principle, religious tolerance, generosity, wisdom, and kindness. Shortly after Ashoka's death, empire went into a downhill and war and disunity became prevalent. 



Classical Age 
of India: Gupta 
Empire

•Northern India reunited under the Gupta 
Empire (320-550 CE)

•Achievements in arts, science, politics, religion, 
philosophy, mathematics and literature

•Strong trade ties as they were the global trade 
center

•Considered a golden age of Hindu culture.

•Fell under Huns in 550 CE
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The Gupta dynasty was founded by a ruler named Sri Gupta around 240 CE. His grandson Chandragupta I acsended the throne In 320 CE and that was start of the great Gupta Empire. During his reign, he achieved many great things. For instance, he was able to control most of Indian subcontinent, where he would make India the global trade center for African, European, and East Asian goods. India flourished and thrived under the Gupta Empire because the Gupta emperors were able to expand its markets for resources. It went on to control the global exchange of silks, spices, textiles and medicine. Gupta Empire miliatry was also powerful as they stopped invaders and rebellions. Hindu mathematicians developed the concept of zero, the decimal system, and the concept of infinity. Which made Hinduism a valuable asset to India hence a golden age of Hindu culture. The Empire grew too big that it became to difficult to manage which allowed the Huns to invade in 550 CE.



The Mughal 
Empire

•In 1526, Babur, a descendant of Timur and 
Genghis Khan established the Mughal Empire 
which covered modern-day Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, India and Bangladesh.

•Hinduism was tolerated and new Hindu temples 
were built under Babur's rule.

•Persian art and culture

•Persian language mixed with Arabic and Hindi 
to create Urdu(BBC)

•Achievement in architecture(e.x. Taj Mahal) 
and system of education that took account of 
pupils' needs and culture
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The Mughal Empire ruled most of India and Pakistan in the 16th and 17th centuries. The Mughals had become Muslims and incorporated the culture of the Middle East, while keeping elements of their Far Eastern roots. The Mughals were Muslims who ruled a country with a large Hindu population. However, they were fair in a sense that they didn’t restrict Hindus from becoming senior governments or any military positions. They were able to achieve success with their tolerance of Hinduism, which also influenced cultural diffusion from other cultures. 



Decline of The 
Mughal Empire

Aurangzeb was the last great Mughal 
Emperor and he expanded the Mughal 
Empire to its greatest size.

•Due to harsh measures of regime, 
frequent rebellions broke out in later 
stage of the1600s

Civil war aroused after the death of 
Aurangzeb

•India fell under colonial sway of British 
as part of their global empire
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Aurangzeb ruled for nearly 50 years and during his reign he was able to make the Mughal Empire stronger and weaker.  He made the Sharia rule that ended the policy of religouss tolerance. In this rule, He no longer allowed the Hindu community to live under their own laws and customs (BBC). Under his rule, the empire reached its peak in military power. However all for nothing due to the instability of his rules. This eventually led to rebellions from the Hindu Kingdoms who were supported by the French and British. After Aurangzeb's death, many tried to claim throne which led to civil war and a whole mess. Eventually India Fell under the British and French and became their puppets.



The Beginning 
of British Rule

•The British first established trading posts in 
India, so they can purchase spices that were 
much in demand in Britain and Europe.

•The British only came to trade and not conquer

•The country was divided red years politically

•A lack of European rivals

•There was no sense of national unity

•Hence, British saw the perfect opportunity to 
establish an Empire in India.
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The British were able to establish an Empire through its trading post in India, East India Company. The trading post was first chartered to trade basic commodities. However, under the supervisor of the British, they saw the problems in India. They noticed there was a lack of unity, no real rivals and they had all the technological advances. So the East India company radically transformed itself from a trading company into an entity that controlled a massive empire in India. Britain, through the East India Company, was able to take over the Indian sub-continent, that includes modern-day India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka from the 1750s.



British 
Imperialism

•British introduced taxation on salt production,

•deemed sea-salt reclamation activities illegal,

•repeatedly used force to stop Indians from 
harvesting salts

•Unfair British educational institutions and law 
courts

Presenter
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Under the British rule or "Raj", Indians dealt with many unfair rules. They were forced to pay unfair amount of taxes on everything. Now they had to pay unjust salt tax of the British. Salt was a key stable in their diets and now they were prohibited from collecting or selling salt. So they were forced to pay tax and buy salt from the British.  If they were either not paying the taxes or even attempting to get sea salt from the ocean, they were beaten because this activity was deemed illegal. Along with this, Indians had to deal with the unfair educational institutions of the British that only benefitted the British. 



The Salt March
•Movement led by Mohandas Gandhi

•An act of nonviolent civil disobedience against the 
unfair taxation on salt production

•The 24-day march began as a direct-
action campaign of tax resistance and nonviolent 
protest against the British salt monopoly.

•Gandhi and others harvested salt from the sea and 
were then arrested

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.
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The Salt March was an act of non violent protest against the unfair taxation on salt Production led by Mohandas Gandhi (OER). The Salt March took place from March to April 1930 in India. During the salt march, thousands of Indians followed Mohandas Gandhi from his religious retreat near Ahmedabad to the Arabian Sea coast, a distance of 240 miles(History). As an act of disobedience, Gandhi and his followers harvested salt from the sea which was illegal. This resulted in nearly 60,000 people getting arrested including Gandhi himself. This eventually gained worldwide attention which gave momentum and strength to the independence movement. 
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Quit India 
Movement

•Led by Mohandas Gandhi

•This movement declared that the immediate 
ending of the British rule in India was an urgent 
necessity for the sake of India and for the 
success of the cause of freedom and democracy

•called for the withdrawal of the British power 
from India.

•The British government responded to the call of 
Gandhi and the movement by arresting all 
major Congress leaders the very next day.

Presenter
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This movement was a declaration of the commitment of free India to defend itself against all kinds of imperialism and ruling. This movement called for the withdrawal of the British power. It was led by Mohandas Gandhi and other leaders however, On 9 August 1942, Gandhi was arrested, but the other leaders continued the revolutionary struggle. The movement was, however, crushed by the British government. They responded by arresting everyone associated with the movement and put on violent acts if necessary. It is said that almost 10,000 people were killed in shooting by the police including kids and women.



Mohandas Gandhi
•Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, (born October 2, 
1869, Gujarat, India-died January 30, 1948, 
Delhi)

•Indian lawyer, politician and social activist who 
became the leader of the nationalist movement 
against the British rule of India.

•resistance to tyranny through mass nonviolent civil 
disobedience.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.
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Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is one of the worlds best known political activists. He was an Indian lawyer, politician and a social activist who led India to its independence from the British. He was the leader of the "Salt movement", "Quit India" movement, all a nationalist movement to fight for its independence. He is most respected for his peaceful and non-violent approach towards political equality. Due to his stature and calm devotion, he is now referred to as Mahatma, meaning “great soul.”
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Independence

•In July 1947, the British government passed the 
Indian Independence Act which orders 
demarcation of India and Pakistan

•India became an independent country on 15 
August 1947.

•However conflicts in religion disputation led to 
casualties

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In July 1947, the British government passed the Indian Independence Act which made a division of land between India and Pakistan (Parker, 380). Later on the 15th of August 1947, India is granted full Independence and is now an independent country. However, the demarcation of India and Pakistan led to fight and battle over the disputed region of Kashmir. It is said almost 2 million people have died during that fight. This disputation between India and Pakistan is still seen today. Both countries have engaged in many war with each other ever since the demarcation and it still continues today.  
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