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Major Events that occurred

There were many events that occurred that would lead Africa 
into becoming a country that many lands lack peace, security, 
and poverty stricken. But there are two events in particular 
led to why Africa needs Foreign aid.

• War of Darfur

• HIV/AIDS epidemic



South Sudan

• Major conflict occurred between Sudan Liberation Movement(SLM or Sudan Liberation Army-SLA) and 
Justice & Equality Movement(JEM).  This conflict first commenced in 2003 due JEM believing the 
government were oppressing Darfur’s non-Arab civilians. This led to the War of Darfur which consisted of 
many rapes, exploitation of civilians, violation of human rights, and looting. The SLM and JEM were against 
the support from the Janjaweed and the government This war between the government and the rebel 
groups were considered a mass genocide and brought more poverty to Darfur. The violence would in all 
parts of Africa, making foreign aid even more important in highly effected parts of Africa such as South 
Sudan.



HIV/AIDS Epidemic

• HIV/AIDS is disease that continues to affect many parts of Africa. 
Therefore, Foreign Aid is very necessary in order to combat the 
spread. When events such as the War of Darfur occurred the 
disease started to spread at a more rapid paces. Many women 
were raped 
and some would contract the disease in this horrific manner. 

• As mentioned by Boundless world history
“Although the continent is home to about 15% of the world’s 
population, over 67% of the infected, more than 25.5 million 
individuals, were Africans according to data collected by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and UNAIDS in 2015”(HIV/AIDS 
para.1). 



Foreign Aid

• Idealism vs. Reality

Idealist view: Most people believe that Foreign 
Aid is distributed fairly  in order to help the unfortunate. As 
mentioned by World101, 

“American thinks that 28 percent of the federal budget goes 
toward foreign aid. The truth: foreign aid makes up only 1 
percent of the U.S. budget”(para. 1).

In other words, many Americans believe Foreign Aid is 
abundant. This might be due to the logic that because 
Africa consists of many developmental areas the foreign aid 
from America should be sufficient when it isn't.



U.S. Foreign Aid to Regions Over the Years



Advantages

• Foreign Aid does have its 
advantages as it is there 
to help developing 
countries.

• Also, foreign aid helps to 
build stronger bond with 
allies.

• Foreign Aid can help with 
an immediate crisis and 
help improve a countries 
civilian life. 

• The Foreign Aid from the 
United State can be sent 
to any country that needs 
the immediate help.



Disadvantages

• The disadvantages consist of lack of amount in foreign aid. 
• Instead of dealing with the long-term help that is needed, 

foreign aid tends to be a quick and easy fix.
• Sometimes the foreign aid can be highly influenced by 

politics rather humanitarian reasons. Therefore, the foreign 
aid is not always for the best interest of the other country.

• Foreign Aid is not typically the top priority. 



Current Challenges for Foreign Aid

• The current challenges is not only the lack of the Foreign Aid, but also many other reasons. 
• Food Shortages
• Environmental disasters
• Rebellious and Extremist Groups
• Lack of Education



Future Opportunities and Ideas for 
Foreign Aid
• Empowering Women

• It is mentioned by Jennifer Elbert (2013) that 
“Empowering women in post-conflict societies is 
particularly important because women often make 
up the majority of the population and they have 
primary responsibility for raising the next 
generation”(p. 731). 



Future Opportunities and Ideas for 
Foreign Aid Continued
• More Foreign Aid Contribution and change of policy of 

implications.
• As mentioned by Kumar, A., & Saleh, O. (2021),

“The foreign aid policy has to be tailor-made for recipient 
countries”(p.88).



References
• Boundless World History. OER Commons. https://www.oercommons.org/courses/boundless-world-

history/view. 

• Council on Foreign Relations. A Brief History of U.S. Foreign Aid. Council on Foreign Relations. 
https://world101.cfr.org/global-era-issues/development/brief-history-us-foreign-aid. 

• Why South Sudan must give peace a chance. UN World Food Programme. https://www.wfp.org/stories/why-
south-sudan-must-give-peace-chance. 

• Elbert, J. (2013). Making U.S. Foreign Aid to South Sudan More Effective by Empowering Women. Transnational 
Law & Contemporary Problems, 22(3), 717-744,594. http://york.ezproxy.cuny.edu/login?url=https://www-
proquest-com.york.ezproxy.cuny.edu/scholarly-journals/making-u-s-foreign-aid-south-sudan-more-
effective/docview/1530677500/se-2?accountid=15180

• Kumar, A., & Saleh, O. (2021). FOREIGN AID AND SECTORAL GROWTH IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA. Journal of 
Developing Areas, 55(2), 77+. 
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A641753909/AONE?u=cuny_york&sid=AONE&xid=20670b8b


	Africa and Foreign Aid: Peace, Security, and Poverty�
	Major Events that occurred
	South Sudan
	HIV/AIDS Epidemic
	Foreign Aid
	U.S. Foreign Aid to Regions Over the Years�
	Advantages
	Disadvantages
	Current Challenges for Foreign Aid
	Future Opportunities and Ideas for Foreign Aid
	Future Opportunities and Ideas for Foreign Aid Continued
	References

